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HOLDREGE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

 

Dates to Remember 

 Monday, Oct. 18:   

WASHINGTON:  Life-

touch Picture retakes 

and class pictures 

 Tuesday, Oct. 19:   

FRANKLIN:  Lifetouch 

Picture retakes and class 

pictures 

 Wednesday, Oct. 20:   

R7:  Lifetouch Picture 

retakes and class pic-

tures 

 Monday, Oct. 25:   

Dismiss at 1:30 pm-

Parent/Teacher Conf.  

4-8 pm 

 Tuesday, Oct. 26:   

Dismiss at 1:30 pm- 

 Wednesday, Oct. 27:   

NO SCHOOL 

Parent/Teacher Conf.  

2-6 pm 

 Thursday, Oct. 28 & 

Friday, Oct. 29:   

NO SCHOOL 

Mailing address for all  
elementary schools:  

 PO Box 2002 
 Holdrege, NE  68949 
 

Phone Numbers:  

Washington:  995-4339 

Franklin:  995-4269 

R-7:  995-6179 

Holdrege Public Schools 
Website: 

www.thedusters.org 

No School/Early Dismissals 

On the following days, there will be no school for Holdrege Public Schools:  

Wednesday, October 27th 
Thursday, October 28th 
Friday, October 29th 

In addition to the usual Friday 1:30 pm dismissals, we will dismiss at 1:30 pm on the 
following days: 

Monday, October 25th 
Tuesday, October 26th 

Picture Retakes & Class Pictures 

The Lifetouch photographer will be here in Octo-
ber for class pictures and picture retakes.  The 
schedule is:  

Washington:  Monday, October 18 
Franklin: Tuesday, October 19 
R7:  Wednesday, October 20 

Students wanting retakes need to return their orig-
inal picture packet to the photographer. Students 
who missed the original picture day may come to 
the office for an order envelope.  

Class pictures will also be taken on this day.  Order 
forms will be sent home with your child.   

HOLDREGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS:    
EMPOWERING  ALL STUDENTS FOR SUCCESS 

Parent Teacher  
Conferences 

Our first quarter of school 
ends on Friday, October 15th.  
Parent Teacher Conferences 
for Elementary students at all 
buildings  are scheduled for 
Monday, October 25th from 
4-8 pm and on Wednesday, 
October 27th from 2-6 pm. 

Classroom teachers will be 
sending home sign-up forms 
to all families before 
conferences.   

Messages for  
Students 

We understand that emer-
gencies arise on occasion.  
We can deliver messages, but 
class time is interrupted.  
Please plan ahead as much as 
possible. 

Principal’s Club 

The Principal‟s Club program began on Monday,  
September 17th at each elementary school.  All staff 
members are able to award tickets to students that 
they observe showing positive behavior.  When a 
student receives a Principal‟s Ticket, he or she 
drops it in the container in the office and signs the 
Celebrity Book.  Drawings will be held twice a 
month and the students who get their names 
drawn will receive the Mystery Motivator Prize 
and have their picture taken for the celebrity wall 
outside the office. 



Principal’s Corner… 

Parents are children‟s first and most important teachers. 
The things a child learns during the elementary years are 
the foundation for all the learning that comes after. Each 
month in the newsletter we will be offering homework 
hints and ways you can help with your child‟s education.  
You can also expect reminders or messages about what 
is happening at school through our Blackboard Connect 
phone messaging system.   
Here is some research on Parent Involvement:  Decades 
of research show when parents are involved students 
have: 
 Higher grades, test scores, and graduation rates 
 Better school attendance 
 Increased motivation, better self-esteem 
 Lower rates of suspension 
 Decreased use of drugs and alcohol 
 Fewer instances of violent behavior 
(National Parent Teacher Association) 
 
Also, we can use your help at school.  We want to begin 
having quarterly parent involvement meetings.  We 
want your input and help and how we can best com-
municate to families.  On this team we will have parents, 
teachers, and administrators.  Last spring, we began 
working on a Parent Involvement Plan as part of our 
School Improvement planning.  If would like to be a part 
of this team, please call the child‟s of your attendance 
center or you can email me aporter@esu11.org.    
 
Amber Porter, Holdrege Elementary Schools Principal 

Activities and Behavior 

We would appreciate if you would talk to your children about their behavior at games and other activities.  We would 
like students to come to the games to support the teams playing.  We do not, however, want them to come to the games 
and run around all of the time.  For the safety of your child, we will not allow this type of behavior or the playing of 
street-yard football games on the side of the stadium.  Students who do not follow the guidelines of the school will be 
asked to leave the premises. 
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Absences 

If your child is going to be absent, please let either the 
office or classroom teacher know as soon as possible.  If 
your child is sick, please call the school office by 8:00 am.  
Wednesday is the day that we report to Two Rivers 
Health Department how many students are absent from 
school due to illness and what the symptoms are.  Please 
let us know your child‟s symptoms when you call in an 
absence.  Your help is appreciated.   

Colder Weather 

With fall just arriving, the weather can be quite deceiv-
ing.  Although the forecast may call for afternoons in the 
70‟s and 80‟s, the mornings are still quite cold.  Please 
make sure your children come to school with coats and 
socks, and if necessary, hats, mittens, and boots.  Please 
do not send your child to school with open toed shoes or 
flip-flops.  We will be going outside at recess whenever 
possible.  Children should not be at school before 7:40 
and dismissal is 3:20 for children to leave the playground. 

Mrs. Taylor– 4th Grade– Washington  

Mrs. Taylor‟s fourth grade class has been studying the Northeast states of the United States.  Each student is working 
on a poster about one state from this region.  When the posters are completed they are displayed in the hallway.  In Sci-
ence, we have been studying the human body.  A special part of this unit was our field trip to UNK for the day of nutri-
tion and physical fitness activities.   In math, we have finished a unit on place value.  Now we are busy working on addi-
tion and subtraction of whole numbers up to the thousands place.   We are off to a terrific start this year in fourth grade! 

In the Classroom... 

mailto:aporter@esu11.org
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Mrs. Edgren– Art– Washington & R-7 

We are off to a great start increasing our art vocabulary and art history knowledge.  We are excited to be in a room at 
Washington where we are surrounded with famous images as well as vocabulary posters.  Students will as a class fill 
out a poster including all the words we use in art as they leave the classroom each week.  Already in Kindergarten, stu-
dents have discovered lines, named many types of line, categorized shapes into organic and geometric, and studied Hen-
ri Matisse.  First graders have had a lesson on both Bridget Riley, Op art, and her "bouncing" lines and on Piet "Groan 
and Moan-drian".  We've studied primary and secondary colors and are moving onto pattern.  Second graders have had 
fun with Pop art and Andy Warhol.  They have created repetitive patterns reminiscent of his soup cans.  Finally, fourth 
graders have worked with continuous, blind, contour line drawings, realism, and experienced drawing in Monet's gar-
den and impressionism.  All of this in the first month!  Wow!  Our vocabularies will be expanding all year! 

Mrs. Sundquist – 2nd Grade– Franklin 

October means: 
Off to a great first quarter in Mrs. Sundquist‟s second grade classroom. 
Counting by evens and odds and practicing addition and subtraction strategies in math. 
Taking a field trip to the museum – we will see Mrs. Sundquist‟s grandfather‟s dentist chair. 
Outer space was our first Science unit. We enjoy using our Science textbook to find information. 
Bugs – insects and spiders are creepy things we will learn about during Halloween. 
Every reading story is filled with opportunities to study new vocabulary words, learn phonics and comprehension skills, 
and practice reading with fluency and expression. 
Reading, „Riting, „Rithmetic keep us Really busy as we learn to be Responsible second graders. 

 Mrs. Florell – 3rd Grade– Franklin 

Mrs. Florell‟s third grade class has what it takes to be great role models to others in our school.  We kicked off our year 
by polishing our stars for best behavior.  We‟re trying our best to shine on in our studies and our responsibilities.  
“Word Work” is the name, reading is the game.  We have been working hard on ways to best attack words for knowing 
how to read them and what they mean.  We will work hard to transition from learning to read to reading to learn.    

We all want to be right on the nose, which can make estimation a little tricky.  We are „rounding‟ out September in 
math and learned a simple rhyme to help us to be sure when to round up or down.  Mrs. Florell likes to welcome her 
organisms into class each day for science.  We made some tasty plant and animal cells to help us learn the cell parts.  
We‟ve got the plant needs down, so now we can work on us, the animals! 

GO Huskers!  Our first score prediction winner was Hannah Bryant! We love the feeling of being back into the groove of 
school.  The sights, sounds, and smells of fall are a great backdrop to learning.  We are looking forward to a fabulous 
year of growing, learning, and friendships. 

 Mrs. Veal – 4th Grade– Washington 

On Friday, September 10, the Holdrege fourth graders were one of many 
area schools that attended the Nebraska Kids Fitness and Nutrition Day 
(NKFND) at University of Nebraska-Kearney. The morning was spent in 
UNK‟s Health and Sports Complex visiting 8 nutrition and wellness sta-
tions. Stations were sponsored by Two Rivers Public Health Department 
on portion distortion, caloric intake vs. physical activity, and good hand 
hygiene. UNK exercise science and physical education majors hosted each 
station.  

A roast beef sandwich sack lunch was provided by the Nebraska Beef 
Council. Afternoon stations on Foster Field varied from a spider web and 
step aerobics, to fitness balls and a bug zapper game. The cup stacking re-
lay was a big hit! Each participant received a NKFND t-shirt and water 
bottle. In addition to many healthy reminders, fun was had by all! 

Above: Step aerobics were just one station 

for fourth graders at Nebraska Kids 

Fitness and Nutrition Day.   






